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Stephanie Tucker, an alumna of Rhode Island School of Design, left, and Gay Straight Alliance President and junior political science and French double major Daniel 
Luna participate in a parachute social event as part of National Coming Out Week near the University Bookstore on Tuesday. 


ASI pushes for Evac-Chairs in all 
multi-level structures on campus 


FACEBOOK 


The resolution asks 
the university to 
provide $30,000 to 
cover the costs. 


By Donn GRUTA 
Assistant City Editor 


Elevators at Cal State Long Beach 
have signs adjacent to them that say, 
“In case of fire, do not use elevator. Use 
stairs.” This is usually a simple step to 
follow when evacuating a building, un- 
less you’re in a wheelchair. 

In response to this concern, Associ- 
ated Students Inc. passed a resolution 
last Wednesday that pushed for fund- 
ing of Evac-Chairs in all multi-level 
structures on campus. 

An Evac-Chair is an ergonomically 
designed, lightweight variation of a 


wheelchair that can be used to trans- 
port an incapacitated person from an 
upper level to the ground floor of a 
building in case of an emergency. Sim- 
ilar to a gurney, the incapacitated per- 
son would be strapped to the chair as 
another person maneuvers it down the 
stairs, according to Christopher Vick- 
ery, ASI secretary of disability affairs. 

“Certainly, the goals of the resolu- 
tion are quite simple,” Vickery said. 
“TWhat we are] trying to do is have at 
least one Evac-Chair per floor above 
the first. So for example, the [Liberal 
Arts] building 5 would have two Evac- 
Chairs.” 

According to David Sanfilippo, di- 
rector of Disabled Student Services, 
the resolution asks the university to 
provide roughly $30,000 to cover the 
cost of purchasing and installing evac- 
uation chairs in about 13 more floors in 
various buildings on campus. 


See Car, Page 3 
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Michael Black, left, Warren Claiborne, center, and Mary 
Marschke pedal on stationary bikes during Pedal for PUSH. 


Sororities, fraternities 
pedal into War of the Roses 


The sound of energetic music and spin- 
ning stationary bikes filled upper campus 
Tuesday as fraternity Pi Kappa Phi kicked 
off their annual Pedal for PUSH philan- 
thropy event. 


By KirsTEN FARMER 
Staff Writer 


See PEDAL, Page 3 
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Interfaith Center fends 
off student hunger 


The center offers free 
food through a dona- 
tion-based pantry. 


By JUSTINE DE LA Rosa 
Contributing Writer 


The University Interfaith Center is 
feeding dozens of students each week 
through its ongoing food drive. 

Students can choose from a selec- 
tion of food items such as canned 
fruits and vegetables, peanut butter and 
jelly, loaves of bread and granola bars, 
among other items at the food pantry in 
the University Interfaith Center. 

Pastor Adele Langworthy from the 
University Interfaith Center and Co- 
operative Protestant Campus Ministry 
said she started the food drive in spring 
2011 after repeatedly hearing that many 
students often choose to skip meals in- 
stead of buying food on campus. 

“Students were limiting themselves 
to one or two meals a day, and these 
meals were often unhealthy,” Langwor- 
thy said. “We started this drive as an 
answer to that problem.” 

Jonathan Grunin, a programming 
associate for Hillel, the Interfaith Cen- 


ter’s Jewish group, said that depriving 
the body of food could lead to many 
other problems. 

“Students can lose focus and do 
worse in school, among other things,” 
Grunin said. 

Langworthy said students have a 
wide variety of food items to choose 
from. 

“When we’re lucky, we have fresh 
fruit, too,” Langworthy said. “Students 
usually tend to go for the healthier 
items first.” 

The food pantry strives to meet spe- 
cial dietary needs as well. There are 
a few vegan items available, a kosher 
section and more vegetarian options 
than were offered last year, according 
to Langworthy. 

Langworthy said she also works with 
the College of Liberal Arts, which col- 
lects donations on campus and distrib- 
utes them to the center once a week. 
The center receives donations from 
outside organizations. about once or 
twice a week. 

All students are welcome to the food 
pantry in the Interfaith Center, regard- 
less of their religious background, ac- 
cording to Grunin. 

“We don’t ask you what your religion 
is or force you to talk about it,’ Lang- 
worthy said. “We don’t try to invade 
your privacy. If you would like to dis- 
cuss with us, that would be great, but 
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Students can pick up donated food such as canned fruits and granola bars from the food pantry in 
the University Interfaith Center at Brotman Hall, Room 178. 


you don’t have to. You can just hang out 
and eat.” 

No student is turned away from the 
pantry. Students visiting the pantry 
must write their name on a sign-out 
sheet, as well as what food they’ve tak- 
en, according to Grunin. 

“We feel that people respect the sys- 
tem more if there is a sign-out sheet,” 


LIVING WELL @ THE BEACH 


LIVING @ HEALTHY 


- Blood Pressure Check - Free Flu Shots for Students - 
Nutrition and Stress Management Workshops - 


LIVING @ WELL 


- Farmer's Market - SRWC Fitness Challenge - 
: Bicycle Traffic Skills - Life Fit - SRWC Wellness Zone - 


LIVING @ SAFE 


- Self-Defense - Crime Prevention - 
- Active Shooter Defense - Emergency Preparedness - 


@ the Speaker’s Platform 


- Health & Safety Information Fair - Prizes - Giveaways - 


www.csulb.edu/livingwell 
event services: (562) 985-5578 


Sponsored by: Division of Administration & Finance and the Division of Student Services 


Langworthy said. “No one has abused 
this service.” : 

The food pantry feeds about 100 stu- 
dents per week and welcomes familiar 
faces each day, according to Grunin. 
The food drive is ongoing and currently 
has not set a date to stop offering food. 

Donations for the center are accepted 
at the CLA Dean’s Office, located in the 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)"A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A volid current student ID must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 


McIntosh Humanities Building, Room 
214, as well as in the office of every 
CLA department. 

Students can pick up free food 
items at the pantry in the University 
Interfaith Center, located in Brotman 
Hall, Room 178. The center is open 
Monday through Thursday from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 
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The bike-a-thon, which saw Pi Kap- 
pa Phi members riding three stationary 
bikes in two-hour shifts for 48 hours, 
was the first event of Pi Kappa Phi’s 4th 
annual War of the Roses, a week-long 
charity competition between sororities. 

Last year’s War of the Roses raised 
$6,300 for Push America, the fraterni- 
ty’s philanthropy, and the goal this year 
is to surpass that with $7,000, accord- 
ing to William Quanstrom, Pi Kappa 
Phi philanthropy chair, who planned 
the week’s activities. 

“This was my first year planning [War 
of the Roses] so it was stressful, but the 
turnout so far [for Pedal for PUSH] has 
exceeded my expectations,” Quanstrom 
said. “I have en- 
joyed the experi- 
ence so far and 
[have] been grate- 
ful for the gener- 
osity of people. 
We still have over 
half the competi- 
tion to go.” 

At the bike-a- 
thon, baskets were 
set up in front of 
each bike to col- 
lect donations 
from passersby 
for Push America, 
which spreads 
awareness about and raises money for 
people living with disabilities. Sorority 
members participated in the Pedal for 
PUSH Event by gathering donations for 
the War of the Roses competition. 

After Pedal for PUSH ends on Thurs- 
day morning, War of the Roses will 
continue with a sorority dance com- 
petition, Dancing with STARShield, 
Friday night at the University Student 
Union. Field Wars — which will feature 
multiple events, including tug-of-war, 
jousting and an obstacle course — will 
also take place on the lawn outside the 
Walter Pyramid on Saturday. 

Throughout the week, five compet- 
ing sororities will continue to raise 
money for Push America by soliciting 
donations and ticket sales to the events. 
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“We are trying to change 
the stereotype of 
fraternities as just 
being about partying and 
get people to stop and 
listen.” 


-Cory Carrasco, 
Pi Kappa Phi member 
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Sororities will also earn points 
throughout the competition for atten- 
dance, coach participation and win- 
ning. At the end of the week, the soror- 
ity with the most points wins the War 
and receives 10 percent of the total 
donations earned throughout the week, 
which they may then donate to a charity 
of their choice. 

Paulina Nguyen, a sophomore pre- 
business major and member of Delta 
Zeta, said War of the Roses is an inspir- 
ing and unifying event for the Greek 
community on campus. 

“We all work really hard to get every- 
thing ready and all the sororities as well as 
other fraternities [to] get involved to help 
each other out,” Nguyen said. “Pi Kappa 
Phi really puts a lot of effort raising mon- 
ey to help people with disabilities.” 

The overall goal of War of the Roses 
is to raise money and awareness for 
people with dis- 
abilities, according 
to Jake Hoyt, an un- 
declared sophomore 
and director of pub- 
lic relations for Pi 
Kappa Phi. 

“Instead of just 
asking for money, 
we want to spread 
the message of our 
organization,” Hoyt 
said. 

Pi Kappa Phi has 
a long history of 
philanthropic work 
for people with dis- 
abilities, beginning with the founding 
of Push America in 1977, according 
to senior communications major Cory 
Carrasco, who is also the scholarship 
chair and philanthropy sub-chair for Pi 
Kappa Phi. 

“We are trying to change the stereo- 
type of fraternities as just being about 
partying and get people to stop and lis- 
ten about this cause,” Carrasco said. 

According to Carrasco, many of 
the students he saw at Pedal for PUSH 
seemed to be receptive and willing to 
help, which he said is a positive forecast 
for this weekend’s potential turnout. 

“I am proud to be a part of this cam- 
pus and to see students genuinely in- 
terested in the cause as well as getting 
involved,” Carrasco said. 
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An Evac-Chair mounted on a wall near the University Student Union third-floor stairway is avail- 
able to be used by an incapacitated person in the event of an emergency. 


CHAIR 


Continued from Page | 


“A regular wheelchair can weigh 
about 1,000 pounds with a person in- 
side it,’ Sanfilippo said. “And that’s 
not something somebody can carry 
down the stairs very easily.” 

Vickery said evacuating a disabled 
person would usually lie in the hands 
of those who would voluntarily help. 

“Three years ago, there was an 
earthquake drill on campus and a 
disabled student who wasn’t able to 
get out of the building was counted 
amongst the dead or injured,” Vickery 
said. “If an emergency happens right 
now, [the physically disabled] would 
have to wait for a good Samaritan to 
carry them down the stairs or they’re 
just s--t out of luck.” 

However, Sanfilippo said, every 
building at CSULB has an evacua- 
tion plan for people with disabilities, 
but the response to each emergency is 


unique. 

“We look at what the situation dic- 
tates and it’s not always going to fit in 
a little box when there’s either a fire or 
an earthquake,” Sanfilippo said. “So 
[the Evac-Chairs] really serve a great 
purpose for our students, faculty and 
staff feeling a lot more comfortable.” 

Vickery said that all the buildings 
on campus are in compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, but 
he believes the buildings are still not 
safe or efficient enough for disabled 
students to exit in case of an emergen- 
cy, which is the reason for the resolu- 
tion. 

“The handicap buttons and these 
Evac-Chairs are not [for] ADA com- 
pliance,” Vickery said. “[They’re] 
more ... of good will on behalf of the 
university and ASI.” 

ASI-owned buildings such as the 
University Student Union and the Stu- 
dent Recreation and Wellness Center 
and new structures like the Molecular 
Science buildings on campus have 


already incorporated Evac-Chairs, 
Vickery said. 

According to Vickery, the Evac- 
Chairs would not only benefit disabled 
students but would also benefit anyone 
who becomes immobilized during an 
emergency situation. 

“What I am trying to bring about is 
making people understand that this is 
for disabled people, but it is also for 
TABs, which are Temporarily Able- 
Bodied individuals,” Vickery said. 
“TAnyone can become] disabled any 
minute when we step inside a car or 
climb a ladder,” 

According to the CSULB website, 
Disabled Student Services assists 
more than 1,300 students on campus 
annually. 

“We’ve known of disasters like 
9/11 where people with disabilities 
were not fortunate enough to get out 
because they didn’t have what these 
chairs provide,” Sanfilippo said. 
“(That is] the opportunity to be res- 
cued much more easily.” 
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Obama should focus priorities on domestic issues 


There could soon be peace in the 
Middle East. 

According to NPR, President 
Barack Obama became the first 
U.S. president since 1979 to speak 
directly with the leader of Iran. 

After talking to Iranian Presi- 
dent 
Hassan 
Rouhani 
on the 
phone, 
Obama told The New York Times 
that “resolving this [U.S.-Iranian] 
issue ... could serve as a major 
step forward in a new relation- 
ship.” 

Reaction in Iran to Rouhani’s 
phone call was much different. 

According to the Los Angeles 
Times, Rouhani had shoes and 
eggs thrown at him in Tehran fol- 
lowing the call with Obama. 

Clearly, some Iranians did not 
approve of their president engaging 
in talks with a Western leader. 

While U.S.-Iranian relations 
have been virtually nonexistent 
over the past three decades, it is 
important that both leaders try to 
resolve their differences through 
diplomacy. 

We support Obama for trying 
to improve relations, but we hope 
he doesn’t spend too much of his 
time focusing on nondomestic 
issues. 


Our VIEW 


With the government shutdown worsening, we’d like to see 
Obama put most of his focus on fixing the ongoing problems here. 
Nevertheless, the act of engaging in diplomacy with Iran is key if 


the U.S. wants to better its ties to the Middle East. 


To say the history of the U.S.-Iranian relationship is complex is 


an understatement. 


Over the past six decades, the U.S.-Iranian relationship has been 


tumultuous. 


to ABC News. 


With so much bad history between the U.S. and Iran, it’s obvious 


According to ABC News, the CIA helped stage a coup in 1953 
that ousted former Iranian Prime Minister Mohamed Mossadegh. 

Following Mossadegh’s departure, the U.S.-supported Shah Mo- 
hammad Reza Pahlavi was installed as the new Iranian leader. 

The unpopular Pahlavi was ultimately overthrown in 1979, re- 
sulting in 52 Americans being held hostage for 444 days, according 


shutdown. 


that a 15-minute phone call can’t fix decades of bad relations. 

But it can be a good start. 

In the future, we would like to see Obama make improving U.S.- 
Iranian relations one of his many priorities. 

For now, though, we want to see Obama resolve the government 


It seems like opening up the government would be an easier task 


than making peace with one of our country’s biggest rivals. 


Gov. Jerry Brown’s impact on immigration issues is noteworthy 


Regardless of one’s political leanings, one can- 
not deny the impact Gov. Jerry Brown has had on 
California so far in his third term as governor. 

Brown distanced himself from the Demo- 
cratic Party on Monday after he vetoed a 
measure that would have permitted non-citi- 
zens to serve on juries, according to the Los 
Angeles Times. * 

In a letter to lawmakers, Brown articulated 
why he did not support Assembly Bill 1401. 

“Jury service, like voting, is quintes- 
sentially a perogative and responsibility of 
citizenship,” Brown wrote. “This bill-would 
permit lawful permanent residents who are 
not citizens to serve on a jury. I don’t think 
that’s right.” ; 

Assemblyman Bob Wieckowski (D-Fremont) 
disagreed. 

“Lawful permanent immigrants are part 
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of the fabric of our communities, and they 
benefit from the protections of our laws,” 

he told the LA Times: “I don’t see anything 
wrong with imposing this civic obligation on 
immigrants who can spend the rest of their 
lives in the U.S.” 

According to the U.S. Department of Home- 
land Security, a lawful 
permanent resident is. 
defined as any. immigrant 
who lives in the U.S. law- 
fully. Typically; lawful permanent residents are 
green card holders. 

By vetoing AB 1401, Brown signaled that he 
was not willing to cooperate with his party on 
every issue. 

This act of solidarity, however small, signifies 
that Brown is a man who is still guided by his 
internal moral compass. 
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Surprisingly, Brown’s veto of AB 1401 won 
support from some Republicans. 

“Allowing noncitizens to serve on juries threat- 
ens the integrity of our judicial system,” Sen. Joel 
Anderson (R-Alpine) said to the LA Times. “In 
this country, we believe in due process and you’re 
innocent until proven guilty. Having noncitizens 
ona jury will deny people from 
getting a fair trial.” 

Brown’s decision to veto 
AB 1401 comes after he signed 
dozens of pieces of immigration legislation into 
law. 

Under Assembly Bill 60, undocumented 
immigrants will be allowed to receive driver’s 
licenses. 

Other bills will allow undocumented immi- 
grants to practice law and prevent retaliation 
in the workplace over one’s citizenship status. 
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Through the high number of bills signed in the 
past few weeks, Brown has cemented himself as a 
pro-immigration governor. 

While some critics may say Brown is pander- 
ing to undocumented immigrants, the fact is that 
these reforms are much needed. 

Renewed calls to deport undocumented im- 
migrants are ill-fated, as the amount of time and 
resources devoted to such efforts would be great. 

As the end of Brown’s term nears, one can 
hope he will do more for undocumented immi- 
grants living in California. 

The impact that Brown has made on immi- 
gration issues in California will last decades 
after he exits the political arena. 

One could not ask for a better legacy than 
that. 

Shane Newell is a junior journalism major and 
the opinions editor at the Daily 49er. 
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Campus Voice 


Should President Barack Obama be more focused on improving relations with Iran or fixing domestic issues? 


“He should focus more on the ‘T think he should focus “Personally, I think ‘T think we should focus 
U.S. The government shutdown more on our nation. He ts [Obama] should focus on our more on domestic issues. 
is more important.” our president.” issues before dealing with The government 
other countries. We have shutdown needs to be 
stuff to deal with at home.” jixed.” 
- Paulak Im, ~ Celine Castellano, - Madison Davis, - Anthony Trejo, 
junior kinesiology major junior psychology and junior fashion junior film major 
human-devlopment merchandising major 


double major 


Joc 
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Halloween 


Horror 
Nights 
returns 


Attention to detail 
helps to transform 
Universal Studios. 


By PrRISCELLA VEGA 


Issistant Diversions Editor 


It's finally October, a month 
filled with sweet candy, wacky 
costumes and, most importantly, 
spooky outings like Universal 
Studio’s Halloween Horror Nights. 

For the past 16 years, Universal 
Studio’s Horror Nights has been 
transforming the amusement park 
into a completely different arena 
to create terror-filled mazes and 
frights. 


“The Walking Dead: No Safe 
Haven” maze and “Terror Tram” 


return again for another round of 


screams. Both events take guests 
through scenes from “The Walk- 
ing Dead.” The attention to detail 
makes it two of the most memo- 
rable mazes. A telephone ringing 
in the distance hints toward Rick’s 
once delusional state and a room 
showcasing the Governor’s col- 
lection of walkers’ heads. 
Meticulously planned 
mazes like these make 
the experience a 
spooky delight. 
The great thing 
about Horror 
Nights is that it 
doesn’t — only 
focus on tradi- 
tional horror 
mazes. The 
“Black 
Sabbath: 
13 3D” 
focus- 
es on 


www.Daily49er.com 


chilling music curated by the 

band’s frontman Ozzy Osbourne. 

Unlike the rest, this maze focuses 

on music and 3D vision to create a 

chilling, alternate universe, blend- 

ing in heavy guitar riffs, deep bass 

lines and neon color splatters cov- 

ering walls while monsters pop 
Out at you. 

Halloween Horror Nights Cre- 

ative Director John Murdy 

said they continue to try 

and surpass previous 

years’ horror fests. 

“Every single 

year we’re relent- 

less about upping 

ourselves so we 

really try to,” 

Murdy © said. 

“Pm excited 

for — [fans] 

to see all 

of it be- 

cause | 

think 

we 
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have such an amazing event this 
year.” 

Murdy doesn’t choose favor- 
ite mazes but is thrilled to have 
worked with different names in 
the horror genre. 

“IT never have a favorite; I kind 
of wait and let our fans tell us 
that,” Murdy said. “It’s great to 
work with Black Sabbath because 
I grew up listening to their music, 
finally working with James Wan 
on Insidious because we had been 
talking about it for a couple years. 
It’s great to do the ‘Evil Dead’ be- 
cause I’m a fan of that franchise.” 

Besides mazes, popular rides 
like Transformers: The Ride and 
Jurassic Park remain open for 
guests to enjoy, but that doesn’t 
mean monsters won’t stop from 
creeping up on you. 

The amusement park itself be- 
comes a maze inundated with peo- 
ple, monsters and the occasional 
concession stand for food. This is 
the best part of Horror Nights be- 
cause even when you think you're 
in the safe zone of waiting in line 
for a ride or maze, it’s probably 
the perfect time for creatures to 
pounce on you. 

Halloween Horror Nights runs 
on select dates throughout October 
and the first two days of Novem- 
ber. Ticket prices vary depending 
onthe day and whether the ticket is 
general admission, front of the line 
ora VIP Experience. For more in- 
formation, visit: www.halloween- 
horrornights.com/. 
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Week of Oct. 9 


diPiazza’s 

Wednesday 

7 p.m. 

5205 E Pacific Coast Hwy. 

Head on down to diPiazza’s and 
grub on some Italian food while 
enjoying live music by bands 

like Main Street Lights, Velvet 
Goldmine, Speakout and Undecided 
Future. 


Live Irish Music 

Friday 

5-8p.m. 

71 South Pine Ave. 

The Auld Dubliner is Long Beach’s 
first authentic Irish pub. If you’re 
in the mood for drinks and Irish 
music, this is the place to go with 
friends. 


A [Central] Lot 

Saturday 

5 to 9 p.m. 

Anaheim Street and Walnut Avenue 
The Arts Council for Long Beach 
takes over another lot for it’s 
ongoing A Lot events. This vacant 
lot will be filled with different 
music throughout the night. From 
hip-hop and jazz to opera, this 
event will offer a fun-filled night 
for all ages. 


lai 
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10 ANNOUNCEMENTS 54 Apts For RENT 


$1,150 2Bd/2Ba/2car PRKNG in LB. 
See www.NicksRentals.com for 
Pics + Info or call 310-316-4273 


Pepperdine University 


Graduate School of Education 
and Psychology 

Be an advocate for global change. 18560- 10.11.13 
Master of Arts in Social 
Entrepreneurship and Change 

In less than 2 years, you can 
begin improving the lives and 
welfare of others. 

Peppperdine University’s 
ae i gs provides you 
with the tools you need to turn H H 1 
your passion into a career. i Teach English in Korea: 
And it’s 40% online, for working : 
professional. 

Call (886) 503-5467 

to speak with your education, 
program recruiter, Tammy Hong. 


did you know the 
daily 49er : 


$1,300 400/month (15hrs/week) + 


27 LEGAL SERVICES airfares, housing, medical insurance 


Legal Concerns? On-Campus Must have completed two years of a 

Consultation with private eo S e 
attorney (562) 481-5884 undergraduate 

Michael Lindley Esq. Last day to apply: 11/30/13 


youtube channel? 


Please visit the website www.talk.go.kr 


18558 - 12.12.13 


35 EmptoymMent Opportunities 


Students make extra $$ Become a 
PURE ENERGY Drink distributor 


baa diiekeceey drinks $1,600-2,500/month + housing, airfare, 
Call Dyas 217 653 7480 or go to medical insurance, paid vacation 
PES aa Must have BA degree and TESOL or TEFL 
18557 - 10.21.13 certificate 


s 5 Last day to apply: Sometime in November 
Golden Spoon Frozen Yogurt akg . . 

Patt Hine apts 20 nearest this date is tentative and could change 
must be available Tuesday & depending on circumstances 

Thursday 10 am-2 pm Email: oe A 
goldenspoonlbeyahoo.com 


YOUTUBE.COM/VIDEOD49ER 


| ALL CLASSIFIEDS MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE 
[| NO REFUNDS [] MINIMUM SIZE:3LINES ° {RATE PER DAY: No. of Runs 


*NEW CLASSIFICATION LISTINGS ARE AVAILABLE. $2.00/line 1 day : 
$1.50/line 2-4days | Daily Cost 


j *PRICES ARE FOR CONSECUTIVE RUNS, BREAKS IN RUNS WILL BE i 2a az: 
CHARGED AT THE DAILY RATE PRICE. = ibe al 2 pd Bold Charge = $ 


, $ .80/line semester rate 
TO Lieto Ae ONLINE, VISIT DAILY49ER.COM Additional $1.00 charge for bold Balance Due 


PRINT YOUR'AD HERE. ONE CHARACTER OR SPACE PER BOX. 32 CHARACTERS PER LINE 


(IF ALL CAPS, 27 CHARACTERS). 
Special Instructions: BLD, ITALIC, ETC. 


. Announcements . Internships . Apts./ Houses Wanted 
. Organizations . English Tutoring . Roommates Wanted 

. Typing . Tutor Needed . Apts. for Rent 

. Volunteers . Pets . Houses for Rent 

. Insurance - . Employment Opport. . Rooms for Rent 

. Travel . Auditions . Condos for Rent 

. Lost . Jobs Wanted . Condos for Sale 


. Found . Misc for Sale . Houses for Sale 

. Legal Services . Computers for Sale . Motorcycles 

. Child Care . Music Lessons . Used Cars for Sale 
. School & Instruction . Boats . Used Cars Wanted 
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MCT 


Pittsburgh Pirates pitcher Jason Grilli celebrates during a division series game against the St. Louis Cardinals. 
The Pirates defeated the Cincinnati Reds in the NL wild card game to advance to the division series. 


MLB wild card playoff game: good or bad? 
THE CASE FOR A PLAYOFF 


The wild card playoff game is a much-needed 
step in the right direction for baseball. 


JASON CLARK 
Sports Editor 


7 Dee. 


Major League Baseball is evolv- 
ing. 

With the unbeatable popularity of 
the NFL conquering fans across the 
United States, the MLB has had to 
respond, and it has. 

It has addressed complaints about 
the quality of umpiring by gradually 
introducing more and more instant 
replay. Next year, replay will be as 
much a part of the sport as it is in 
football. 

The MLB also introduced some 
consistency to the structure of its 
divisions by moving the Houston 
Astros from the six-team National 
League Central to the four-team 
American League West, standard- 
izing divisions at five teams apiece 
across the league. 

And perhaps most importantly, 
MLB commissioner Bud Selig 
expanded baseball’s most valuable 
asset, the playoffs, by adding a pair 
of wild card games. 

The benefits of this expansion are 
undeniable. 

With the addition of another team 


to the playoffs, more fans from more ° 


markets have a reason to be engaged 
in the playoffs. 

In 2012 and 2013, the years that 
the wild card game has been a part 
of the playoffs, an average of five 
teams finished the season within five 
games back of earning a wild card * 
spot. From 2006 to 2011, that average 
was just over two. The addition of 
the wild card game has given almost 
three markets something to root for 
toward the end of the regular season. 

More attention from fans results in 
better TV ratings, more merchandise 
sales and more press coverage. 

According to Businessweek, 
the 2012 wild card playoff games 
attracted an average of 4.6 million 
viewers per game. The 2013 NL wild 


card game between the Cincinnati 
Reds and Pittsburgh Pirates brought 
in 4.7 million viewers alone. More 
than nine million viewers have tuned 
in to the wild card games each year, 
and that’s something Selig has to be 
happy about. 

The one flaw with the playoff 
expansion is that there isn’t enough 
expansion. Adding two more teams 
to the mix is great, but a one-game 
playoff isn’t the perfect answer. 

Teams play 162 games in the 
regular season, and having one game 
to decide whether or not they move 
on isn’t consistent 
with the rest of 
the sport. Every 
playoff round ex- 
cept the wild card 
game is a five- or 
seven-game 
series, and most 
regular-season 
series are three 
games. 

In the playoffs, 
teams are defined 
by the depth 
of their start- 
ing pitching 
rotations, and 
having just one 
game takes away 
that element. A 
three-game series 
might push back 
the end of the 
World Series to 
November, but it’s worth the delay. 
The three-game wild card series 
would also reward division champi- 
ons with a couple extra days of rest 
before the playoffs start. 

Even with this flaw, the new, 
expanded playoffs are better than 
anything that existed before. With 
regular-season NFL games still tak- 
ing the lion’s share of TV viewers 
even with playoff baseball going on, 
the MLB had to make a change to 
stay relevant. 

It did, and the benefits are already 
apparent. 


A Cleveland Indians fan holds a 
sign at last week's wild card game 
against the Tampa Bay Rays. The 
Rays won the game 4-o. 


THE CASE AGAINST 


It would be better for the MLB to expand the 
Division Series than add the wild card game. 


DANIEL ASTLE 
Assistant Sports Editor 


BS am 


Major League Baseball will 
never find a playoff format that suits 
everybody, but a one-game wild card 
series is far from the best solution. 

In both years of the one-game wild 
card era so far, two of the four teams 
that moved on to the division series 
owned a season record inferior to 
their opponents’. 

The two- 
team playoff 
expansion was 
essentially Major 
League Base- 
ball’s solution to 
teams in heav- 
ily competitive 
divisions, like 
the American 
League East, 
milking the final 
month of their 
seasons after se- 
curing either the 
division title or 
wild card slot. 
MCT In 2010, a year 
and a half before 
the expansion 
was announced, 
the Tampa Bay 
Rays and the 
New York Yan- 
kees spent September exchanging 
first place possession in the AL East 
while the third-place Red Sox trailed 
by at least six games all month. 

As a result, both the Rays and 
Yankees were able to rest their start- 
ers while finishing out the month of 
September under .500 since they had 
already accounted for two of the four 
AL postseason berths. 

Because dramatic late-season title 
runs guarantee higher television rat- 
ings, MLB commissioner Bud Selig 
gave fans in two additional markets 
hope and a reason to tune in. 


One of MLB’s arguments for the 
expansion is that it emphasizes the 
importance of a team striving to win 
its division rather than settling for a 
one-game wild card crapshoot berth. 

But instead of discouraging teams 
from finishing in their division as 
runner-up wild card winners, the 
next-best unqualified team is given 
another chance. 

The Cleveland Indians played 
their hearts out during a 10-game 
winning streak to close the season 
that launched them into the better-of- 
two wild card slots. However, they 
couldn’t put a run across the Tampa 
Bay Rays and were eliminated. 

It potentially strips the top wild 
card team of a shot at the champion- 
ship and hands it off to a club that 
has lost six or seven more games just 
based on one solitary game. 

Sudden-death playoff decisions 
work for sports like the NFL because 
games are always played once a week 
and the fundamentally superior team 
can almost always be counted on to 
come out on top. 

But baseball is unique from other 
major sports in that it’s always played 
in series because pitching rotations 
and bench players account for a 
team’s depth. 

Selig and MLB executives over- 
reacted to boring baseball played in 
the final month of the 2010 season 
when there wasn’t an issue with eight 
playoff teams to begin with. 

Selig would have benefitted more 
from extending the best-of-five divi- 
sion series by two games to match the 
rest of the best-of-seven playoff format, 
which would only help attract more 
viewers rather than turn more off. 

Last year the 94-win Braves had 
a questionable infield fly-rule call 
go against them in last season’s wild 
card game, allowing the 88-win 
St. Louis Cardinals to make it two 
rounds up to the NLCS. 

A 162-game season can handle a 
bad call here and there, but a bad call 
in a one-game elimination matchup 
can cost a proven team a season. 
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WOMEN’S SOCCER 


BIG WEST STANDINGS 

CONE. OvR. 
UC Riverside 2-0-0 5-7-1 
Cal State Fullerton 1-0-1 6-3-4 
LONG BEACH STATE 1-1-0 7-5-0 
UC Santa Barbara 1-1-0 7-5-1 
UC Irvine 1-1-0 6-5-0 
Cal Poly 1-1-0 5-7-0 
Cal State Northridge 0-1-1 5-7-4 
UC Davis 0-0-0 3-5-2 
Hawaii 0-2-0 5-6-0 


Weekend Results 

at Cal Poly 2, LONG BEACH STATE 0 

LONG BEACH STATE 2, at UC Santa Barbara 1 
UC Irvine 4, at Cal Poly 3 

at CSU Fullerton 2, Hawaii 1 

at CSU Fullerton 1, CSU Northridge 1 (20T) 
at UC Riverside 3, CSU Northridge 1 

at UC Riverside 2, Hawaii 0 

at UC Santa Barbara 1, UC Irvine 0 


Big West Players of the Week 
OFFENSIVE: Elise Krieghoff (Cal Poly) 

Krieghoff scored two goals against 
LBSU and two more against UC Irvine 
to increase her season total to 15, which 
leads the nation. She also tied the Cal 
Poly single-season goals record with six 
games remaining in the season. 


DEFENSIVE: Elizabeth Silas (UC Riverside) 

The Highlanders’ goalkeeper allowed 
just one goal and made 10 saves to lead 
UC Riverside to its first 2-0 start in Big 


West play since 2005. 
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL 
BIG WEST STANDINGS 
CONE ove. 
Hawaii 4-0 15-1 
Cal State Northridge 3-0 13-3 
Cal Poly 2-1 8-3 
UC Santa Barbara 2-1 7-8 
UC Davis 1-2 9-7 
Cal State Fullerton 1-2 8-7 
LONG BEACH STATE 1-2 8-8 
UC Irvine 0-3 9-8 
UC Riverside 0-3 1-14 


Weekend Results 

Hawaii 3, atLONG BEACH STATE 0 

at UC Santa Barbara 3, Cal Poly 0 

at Cal State Fullerton 3, UC Davis 2 

Cal State Northridge 3, at Cal State Fullerton 0 
Cal State Northridge 3, at UC Riverside 0 
Hawaii 3, at UC Irvine 1 

UC Davis 3, at UC Riverside 1 


Big West Player of the Week 
Emily Hartong (Hawaii) 

Hawaii's star outside hitter totaled 39 
kills in weekend wins over LBSU and UC 
Irvine. The Los Alamitos native hit at a 
.458 clip over the two games and aver- 
aged 3.14 digs per set for the sixth-ranked 
Rainbow Wahine. 


MEN’S WATER POLO 
MPSF STANDINGS 

OvR. CONF. 
UCLA 15-0 0-0 
USC 13-1 1-0 
Pacific 10-1 2-0 
UC Santa Barbara 11-2 0-0 
LONG BEACH STATE = 14-3 0-0 
Stanford 8-2 0-1 
UC Irvine 10-3 0-1 
California 8-3 0-1 
Pepperdine 4-5 0-0 


Weekend Results 

LONG BEACH ST: 4-0 at Gray Troyer Tournament 
Pacific 7, at California 6 

Pepperdine: 1-0 at Pepperdine Invitational 
Stanford: def. Santa Clara 20-5 

at USC 18, UC Irvine 4 

UCLA 17, at UC San Diego 2 


